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fabricate as many as 20 small, nuclear weapons. ‘ 
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Reportedly Eyed 


Nuclear Case.. 


By John J. Fialka: ~*~. 
Washington Star Staf€ Writer: 0" ~ 
‘A former CIA deputy director has 
told congressional:investigators:that | 
over a period of eight years, three for-: 
mer CliA directors had a “general con-:; 
currence” with him that highly en-. 
riched uranium .may. have: been 
civerted to Israel from a private plant 
in Pennsylvania.: - 2:76 43° oa 
The former CIA 
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deputy is Carl E.. 
Duckett, who left the agency in 1976 
as the*head of the CIA’s. science and 
technology programs. He said in a let- 
ter to Rep. Morris K. Udall, chairman. 
of the House Interior Committee, that: 
suspicions of the diversion were de- | 
veloped as part of a broader CIA probe 
into the availability of bomb-grade- 
materials to a number of unspecified | 
countries, 9 sot to er 


’ According to the letter, the CIA’s 
suspicions resulted in a;1968 letter: 
from then-CIA -Director: Richard 
Helms to then-Attorney General Ram-: 
sey Clark requesting an investigation 


of the activities. of the private 


company, the Nuclear Materials:and 


~ Equipment Corp. of Apollo, Pas 52 + =. 


IN LATER YEARS, according to 
Duckett, “Director (William) Colby 
sent a letter to President (Gerald) 
Ford on the subject, and Director 
(George) Bush accompanied’ me, 
when I briefed Sen. (Haward) Baker, 
Joint Atomic Committee.” "yoy 
"- The Duckett letter, sent‘to-Udall in ‘November. 
and released this week, is the first public admission: 
by a former CIA official of the agency’s‘suspicions- 
about NUMEC. «i na Ga TAL Bang et Sones 
:. The CIA-refuses to comment on the matter and: 
Helms has said he cannot recall bringing the case'to 
the attention of President Lyndon B. Johnson and/- 
other officials of his administration in 1968, - steht 

. Despite the repeated efforts of Udall, investiga-* 
tors. in the the-FBI, the General: Accounting Office: 
and the Department of Energy,-the case remains. 
shrouded in mystery and layers of official secrecy:-'7: 

7 It began in 1965 when NUMEC’s president, a:for- 
mer Atomic Energy Commission: chemist named: 
Zalman Shapiro; said that his company could not ac-= 
count for 206-pounds of highly enriched: uranium,’ 
most of which had been earmarked for:a govern~; 
ment program.to develop a-nuclear rocket. Accord 


ing to experts; the amount. could be used to 


senior Republican member, of the. 
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‘had been fired from the department's top nuclear 


‘tary for defense programs and Lyon’s superior, said 


‘tired Navy admiral; who'said he decided to quit to 


Energy Department report, which is now classified : 


“Israel has repeatedly denied that it has a nuclear 


‘search at Westinghouse. . ig pe ete 
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‘THE AEC INVESTIGATED the case in 1965 and 
concluded that there was not enough evidence to 
bring criminal charges against Shapiro, whose se- 
curity clearance was later allowed to expire. 

_ The case resurfaced in 1975 after a young safe. 
guards analyst in the Nuclear Regulatory Commis- 
sion,-James H. Conran, found that the AEC’s } 
Successor, the Energy Research and. Development 
Administration, had a supersecret file on NUMEC 
that Conran was not allowed to see, En 
* Conran, who had been assigned to write a history 
of how weil the United States had guarded its nu- 
clear materials since the Atoms for Peace Program : 
first put it in private hands in 1954, raised the Al 


ter with his superiors and eventually provoked a 
second. set of investigations into the NUMEC mat 
ter, some of which arestillgoingon. »-- .. ., 

One of the investigations is beiag done by the in- 
spector general of ERDA'’s successor, the Depart- 
ment of Energy; which is looking into the 
possibility that some officials of the nuclear agency 
may have covered up the NUMEC matter because of 
Israel oe 


TES Bae 


: ou Dies: ewe ea Ee aes B ae i vitae % of 
A MAJOR FIGURE in this investigation is Harvey 
E. Lyon, director of the Energy Department's Office 
of. Safeguards and Security, who originally denied 
Conran access to the NUMEC documents and later 
insisted in public testimony that Energy Depart. 
ment files contained no evidence of any prior. 
diversion of nuclear material. ©. 2-2 en 2. P, 
“Last week Lyon resigned‘amid rumors that he 


safeguards position. Duane Sewell, assistant secre- 


he would neither confirm nor deny the rumors. “In 
a personal matter such as this, I suggest that you 
speak to Mr. Lyon,” hesaid. = '. ~~. Means p= Ese 
'’ Reached at his home, Lyon said he had decided ta 

resign after being told that he would be removed 
from the safeguards slot-as part of an agency. reor-. 
ganization and offered. an alternate post.-: | ~.: 
I said no J didn’t want it,” explained Lyon, a re- 

spend more time with hisfamily. -- . “.. 
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THE REPORT OF the Energy Department’s.in~ 
spector general, reportedly a lengthy one, is being # 
rewritten, according to sources familiar withit: ~~” 
A similar report, prepared by the GAO, was. re-i 
cently ordered .to be treated as classified by the CIA-: 
Similar treatment is believed to be in store for the: 


topsecret. -~ . 


weapons program. : 
Shapiro, the former president of NUMEC, has: 
called claims that he diverted nuclear material to 
Israel ridiculous. nie Ge oe ee 
He is currently director of fusion energy re- 
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the “sensitivity” of the Suspected connection : 
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